CHAPTER  VIII

OTHER  INDUSTRIAL  DISCOVERIES  AND    INTERESTS

A LFRED NOBEL'S  inventive efforts were  by  no  means

limited to the field of explosives; and it has not been possible

in a summary narrative dealing only with the more remarkable

of those of his discoveries which have been applied in practice, to

treat exhaustively his work in that particular field.

Nobel had, to an exceptional degree, what is essential to an
inventor, the gift of imagination. He had, not merely the capacity,
but a positive urge, to give forth original ideas. His imagination
ranged over the most varied fields ; apart from applied chemistry,
he interested himself in electricity, optics, machinery, gunnery,
biology and physiology, to mention only the applied sciences.

As in the case of his father, his imagination frequently became
purely fantastic. Sometimes this was deliberate, as when he
would break in upon a serious business discussion with an account
of some bizarre invention; but in such cases he often did so in
order to throw dust in the other people's eyes, and to gain time
to reflect upon a ticklish problem.

As is not infrequently the case with inventors of genius, Alfred
Nobel was not always able to distinguish between epoch-making
discoveries and pure phantasies. This was apt to be especially the
case when he was dealing with a subject in which his knowledge
was superficial or amateurish, as for instance in certain questions
affecting the construction of artillery, or in problems concerned
with biology and physiology. A very large number of these
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